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Abstract             Ash is a frequent tree species that can be found in the 
streets and green spaces of Timisoara. There is nearly no park in the town 
where you cannot find this species in greater or smaller numbers. Thought it 
is not used for rows on the sides of the streets, you can still find it in many 
places. Fraxinus excelsior,F.angustifolia,F.ornus,F.americana can be found 
mainly in parks and private domains, generally isolated, rarely in groops.  
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Fraxinus Genus  
This genus consists of 65 species of mainly deciduous, 
fast growing trees and shrubs, ranging throughout the 
northern hemisphere except for the coldest regions and 
lowland tropics. It differs from other woody members 
of the olive family (Oleaceae) in having pinnate leaves 
consisting of several leaflets, small insignificant 
flowers that in most species lack petals, and single-
seeded, winged fruits botanically called samaras. One 
group of species known as ‘flowering ashes’ , typified 
by Fraxinus ornusL (manna-ash), produces showier 
flowers with small petals in large terminal panicles at 
the tips of the branches. Several larger species are 
valued for their tough, pale timber.  
Fraxinus excelsiorL (European ash, Common ash) 
One of Europe’s largest deciduous trees, this species 
can reach 42m; in the open it is usually 15-18m, with a 
broad crown. It bears dark green leaves with 9 to 11 
narrow, toothed leaflets that turn yellow in fall 
(autumn). Velvety, blackish flower buds are noticeable 
in winter. 
Justitiei Park (Park of Justice) is situated in the center 
of Timisoara, near the town hall, in an area surrounded  
by large boulevards and on one part by the river Bega. 
The park has nice old trees of different species, while 
the grassy areas are smaller in size. There are few 
monuments too. The total surface of the Fraxinus 
excelsior trees crowns is 320,28m2. There are 10 
individuals belonging to this species in the park. Their 
ages are between 30 and 40 years. Their height is 
between 15 and 17m. The diameter of the tree crowns 
is between 5 and 7m. The trees are situated mainly near 
G. Enescu Street, which is bordering the park.    
Copiilor (Childrens) Park is situated in Timisoara on 
the bank of the river Bega near the center of the town.  
It has nice old trees of different species and used to 
have playgrounds for children.  There are 17 Fraxinus 
excelsior trees in the park, aged between 30 and 60 
years. The height of the Fraxinus excelsior trees is 
between 10 and 24m. The total surface of the tree 
crowns is 571,48 m2. The diameter of the crowns is 5 

to 7m. The trees are located in different parts of the 
green space.  
Rozelor Park (Roses Park) is also situated on bank of 
the river Bega. It is a rose garden with many species of 
roses, but many kinds of trees are present too. There 
are also different little vases, benches, sculptures. 
There are 5 Fraxinus excelsior trees in the park. The 
total surface of the tree crowns is 42,39m. The ages of 
the trees are between 10 and 20 years. The height of 
the trees is between 8 and 10m. The average diameter 
of the crowns is 5 m. The trees are situated on the 
margins of the green space.  
Centrul Civic (Civic Center) Park, is situated in the 
center of Timisoara, behind Bega Store House. The 
green space appeared forty years ago, when the region 
was rebuilt after the demolition of an old building. 
There are 3 Fraxinus excelsior trees in the park. The 
trees are 30 to 40 years old, 10 to 15m high. The total 
surface of the tree crowns is 116,97 m2. The diameter 
of the trees crowns is between 6 and 8m. The trees 
were planted all over the green space. When the park 
was created 40 years ago the tree species were mixed 
equally in the whole area. Civic Center Park is rather a 
transit area than a place where people come to walk in 
their free time.   
Alpinet Park is situated on the bank of the river Bega, 
in central town. It is not a great green space, but it has 
a nice design, and contains many species of trees and 
shrubs.  There are 12 Fraxinus excelsior individuals in 
the park. The total surface of the tree crowns is 
281,82m. The trees are aged between 20 and 40 years. 
The height of the trees is 5 to 8m. The diameter of the 
tree crowns is between 3 and 5 m. The trees are 
situated near Splaiul Tudor Vladimirescu alley, which 
is bordering the park.  
Fraxinus excelsior trees can be found all over the town, 
on the side of lanes, in parks, in alleys. They are 
between the common species in Timisoara. Fraxinus 
excelsior trees represent a great ecological and esthetic 
value wherever they are located. The trees have a nice 
shape, and contribute a lot to the outlook of the areas 
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where they are planted. In certain places Fraxinus 
excelsior trees are avoided because of their great height 
at maturity. Indeed ash trees can have impressive 
height at old age. In Timisoara exist very high old 
individuals. They have great esthetic value. 
 
Results and Discussions 
 
Fraxinus excelsior is an important species, present in 
many green spaces of Timisoara. The trees contribute a 
lot to the outlook of certain urban areas. There are trees 
which are very old and have a great visual and 
ecological value, while others are younger. The species 
is present in all important parks of Timisoara, and can 
be found in many streets also. Their numbers and 
importance are variable. The individuals are sometimes 
concentrated near building or streets, where have been 
planted years ago with a special purpose. Ash trees are 
considered generally being nice, and their presence is 
appreciated especially in central parts of the town in 
green areas. The size of the tree at maturity, can 
represent a problem in certain situations. At maturity 
the trees belonging to this species get higher than most 
of the other surrounding trees, and this way become 
conspicuous. Still the present study showed that most 
old valuable Fraxinus excelsior are situated in 
Timisoara in a couple of places, especially in central 
parks, for example in Justitiei Park, and Copiilor Park. 
 
 

Conclusions 
 

1.Fraxinus excelsior trees are present in nearly all the 
parks of Timisoara, in greater or smaller numbers, as 
well as on many streets. The species is present in the 
central parks of the town where many valuable plants 
have been planted during the years.  
2.The trees have ages up to 80 years and according 
features, but many are young. In forests the longevity 
of the trees is 200 years, but in urban conditions is 
about 120 years. They have ecologic and esthetic 
value. 
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